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Audience Has the Time of
Their Lives at The Sharon

“Dirty Dancing” took to
the stage Friday night
at The Sharon L. Morse
performing arts center.

By KRISTEN FIORE
Daily Sun Staff Writer

The well-known story of
Frances “Baby” Houseman
and her memorable summer
vacation at a resort in the
Catskill Mountains unfolded
right on stage at The Sharon
on Friday night.

Donna Davis, of the Village
of Sunset Pointe, and Carol
Cotton, of the Village of
Santiago, are “Dirty Dancing”
fans who were eager to see the
show live.

“I love ‘Dirty Dancing,
Cotton said. “I love the movie.
Ilove everything about it.”

Cotton and Davis’ said their
favorite thing about the movie
is Patrick Swayze.

“He’s like the epitome of
‘Dirty Dancing,” Davis said.

While Patrick Swayze
wasn’t in this production,
there still was plenty of live
music, dancing and singing for
the audience to enjoy.

What might have been one
of the most impressive parts
of the show, however, was
the changing sets. The stage
filled and moved fluidly with
rotating mountain, lake, forest
and resort scenes.

There were logs, tall grasses,
rain, a moonlit sky, bedrooms,
stages, gazebos and piers.

The mechanics of the
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set design were obviously a
well-thought out element of
the show.

“It’s amazing how they
switch the sets by rotating
and changing the whole scene,”
said Sandy Rosenthal, of the
Village of Bridgeport at Lake
Sumter Landing. “I love it.
They’re doing a great job.”

Baby, played by Alex
Caldwell, and Johnny, played
by Aaron Patrick Craven,
moved effortlessly through
the scenes with the others,
dancing and delivering their
lines in a fast-paced environ-
ment without ever faltering or
losing their breath.

To top it all off, a majority
of the music was sung live by
various cast members.

The stage-version of the
show had added a few extra
songs and even played up
another storyline.

While the movie made
commentary on the segrega-
tion between the working and
upper class, the play made
additional commentary on the
racially charged environment
at the time, the early ‘60s.

Characters listened to a
Martin Luther King Jr. speech
and talked about becoming
freedom riders.

Other than a few additions,
the play was very similar to
the movie.

“Dirty Dancing” fans got to
laugh at punchlines, cheer on
the dancers and rewatch the
iconic scenes from the original
movie live, such as Baby’s
breakthrough dance lesson
with Johnny set to the strains
of “Hungry Eyes.”

Churches
Continue
Uniting City
Through Faith

By PATRICIA STEELE
Daily Sun Senior Writer

The Wildwood Unity Movement
began almost two years ago
with a commitment by church
leaders across denominations
and ethnicities to bring the city
of Wildwood together.

“We walked down Main Street
two years ago at the height
of racial tension around the
country, determined to make a
difference, to bring unity to all
residents,” said Michael Beck,
pastor of Wildwood United
Methodist Church.

A Unity Revival held

Wednesday and Thursday
evenings at Wildwood United
Methodist Church continued
the efforts that began with
the walk. Members of several
congregations provided music,
interpretive dance and prayer.
Bishop Tony Jones, pastor of
the City Ministries, shared the
message Thursday evening.
“These gatherings of people
of God are a great way to gain
understanding of each other
on a more personal basis,”
Jones said. “It is good for me
to see people from numerous
denominations together
worshipping God. Everybody
brings something different, but
we all bring our faith in God.”
Regular meetings to continue
the work that began two years
ago continues, and along the way
church leaders added special
gatherings to bring members
of their more than 10 congre-
gations together. The Unity
Revival was the sixth such event

since the movement began.

Maintaining the momentum
with so many congregations
involved is difficult at times, said
Pastor Steve Turner, of Calvary
Chapel Villages.

“One of the biggest difficul-
ties is finding a time when all
the church leaders can meet on
a regular basis,” Turner said.

“Some of our pastors can’t meet
during the day, so we’re trying
evening meetings, even Saturday
meetings. It may be difficult, but
we have been determined to
continue what we've started.”

At the end of the Unity
Revival, Becklooked back at the
event and called it beautiful.

More than 120 people
attended the services each night.

“Both nights there was
standing room only. All the
chairs were filled and people
were singing and clapping,”
Beck said. “It was a spirit-filled
event that brought people
together in worship.”

LOCAL BRIEF

Gov. Scott
Appoints Gary
Lester to FFWCC

Gov. Rick Scott appointed
Gary Lester, vice president
for community relations for
The Villages and an Oxford
resident, to the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation
Commission on Friday.
Lester will succeed Richard
Hanas with aterm that runs
through Aug. 1,2022.

The appointment now
heads to the Florida Senate
for confirmation.

— Curt Hills,
Daily Sun
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17860 SE 109th Ave., Suite 615,

Open: Mon.-Sat.: 9:30am-8pm Sun.: 11am-7pm
www.taichispa.com
Mention this offer when making your appeintment.

352.693.

$45/hr $65/hr
FIRST VISIT an___ AN _ =
With this coupon. Expires 1-31-18 Glft Certlflcates Avallable
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Summerfield, FL 34491
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SINGER®
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Luxury You Deserve at an Affordablé
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Also featuring:
e Zero Gravity Recliners
e Massage Chairs

Loloy i Comfort

FLORIDA’S ORIGINAL BACK CARE & SLEEP SPECIALISTS
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o Lift Chairs
e Split-Top Sheets

352.674.9300

LAKE SUMTER LANDING™

1065 Canal Street, The Villages, FL 32162
(Across from Thai Ruby)

l Swedish & Deep Tissue

HEAVY DUTY SCHOOL MODEL SEW &
SERGE SEWING MACHINES

These are brand new 2017 Singer school model sewing
machines. These sewing machines remain UNSOLD.

THEY MUST BE SOLD NOW!

These special heavy-duty school model machines have a metal hook and built
for years of extended service. All Machines are new in factory-sealed cartons.

25-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY INCLUDED.
WHAT IS A SEW & SERGE SEWING MACHINE??2?
FIRST, IT IS A SOPHISTICATED SEWING MACHINE...

That does buttonholes (any size), invisible Blind Hems, Monograms, Double
Seams, Zippers, Sews on Buttons, Darning, Appliqué, Zig Zag, Basting, Pin
Tucking, Quilting, and much more. Just turn the dial to Sew Magic!

SECOND, IT HAS A PROFESSIONAL SERGING STITCH...
This allows you to sew the seam and serge the edge of the material in one
operation. With the purchase of an optional cutter you can trim the fabric.

THIRD, IT IS DESIGNED TO SEW ALL FABRICS...
Without pressure adjustments, such as Levis, Canvas, Upholstery, Nylon,
Stretch Materials, Silk, Percale, Organdy, and...

THEY EVEN SEW LEATHER!!
NOW YOU CAN HAVE IT ALL IN ONE MACHINE!
TRAINED DEMONSTRATORS ON DUTY

YOUR PRICE

wooetiiso Z WITH THIS AD _ ONE
AVAILABLE FOR DAY
s $139 4oy

Layaway available with $50 down

Sunday, January 14
12 Noon-4PM
3335 US Hwy 441/27, Fruitland Park, FL

i’ DOLLAR GENERAL

For your convenience we accept cash, checks, VISA, MasterCard, American Express, Discover and Layaway available.
For more information call 1-866-342-0508. Singer is a registered trademark of the SingerCompany, LTD.
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' DAY, JAN 16, 12:00PM &
THURSDAY, JAN 18, 12:00PM

Join Ruth Paiano for a FREE seminar on tips for a healthy
memory and some exciting new research opportunities.
Complimentary buffet provided!

GOLDEN CORRAL, 3950 WEDGEWOOD LANE, THE VILLAGES, FL 32162

RSVP TODAY'!

855-706-5027

Only Valid for 1st Time Guests 50 or Older.

HOSTED BY

BIOCLINICA

RESEARCH




